Worship from Home
First Congregational Church of Blue Hill, UCC
Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost, August 18, 2024

Prelude  				

Welcome & Announcements			   		

Introit	 				“Make Me a Servant”

Call to Worship
One: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
Many: And also with you.
One: Praise the Holy One! Give thanks to God in the congregation.
Many: God’s works delight us, inspire us, challenge us, and uphold us.
One: Praise the Holy One! Give thanks to God in the congregation.
Many: Righteousness endures forever. The covenant is everlasting.
One: Praise the Holy One! Give thanks to God in the congregation.
Many: Honoring God leads to wisdom. Let us praise the Holy One forever!

*Hymn #565 NCH			“God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending”
God, whose giving knows no ending, from your rich and endless store,
Nature's wonder, Jesus' wisdom, costly cross, grave's shattered door: 
Gifted by you, we turn to you offering up ourselves in praise;
Thankful song shall rise forever, gracious donor of our days.

Skills and time are ours for serving, that your will on earth be done:
All at peace in health and freedom, races joined, the Church made one.
Now direct our daily labor, lest we strive for self alone;
Born with talents, make us servants fit to answer at your throne.

Treasure, too, you have entrusted, gain through power your grace conferred; 
Ours to use for home and kindred, and to spread the gospel Word.
Open wide our hands in sharing as we heed Christ's ageless call,
Healing, teaching, and reclaiming, honoring you by loving all.

Lend your joy to all our giving, let it light our pilgrim way;
From the night of anxious keeping, loose us into generous day.
Then when years on earth are over, and we've lived our human span,
God, fulfill beyond our dreaming, all our stewardship began.

Unison Prayer of Invocation
Jesus of our heart, we draw you in.  We dwell in your mystery.  Help us bring you into the very marrow of our bones so that we may abide in you and you may abide in us, just as you abide in God our Creator.  We give ourselves to you.  Thank you for giving us the tools with which we may do your work in this aching world.  Amen.

Psalm 111, p. 696 NCH		           Psalm 111: 1-10

A Reading from the Epistles		 Ephesians 5:1-2

A Reading from the Gospels		 John 6: 51-59

Sermon				  “The Invitation”	           	Derek van Bever

*Hymn #562 NCH			   “Take My Gifts”
Take my gifts and let me love you, God who firs of all loved me,
Gave me light and food and shelter, gave me life and set me free,
Now because your love has touched me, I have love to give away,
Now the bread of love is rising, loaves of love to multiply!

Take the fruit that I have gathered from the tree your spirit sowed,
Harvest of your own com[passion, juice that makes the wine of God,
Spiced with humor, laced with laughter — flavor of the Jesus life,
Tang of risk and new adventure, taste and zest beyond belief.

Take whatever I can offer — gifts that I have yet to find, 
skills that I am slow to sharpen, talents of the hand and mind,
Things made beautiful for others in the place where I must be:
Take my gifts and let me love you, God who first of all loved me.

Prayers of the People (sharing of joys and concerns)

Pastoral Prayer

The Lord’s Prayer (debts and debtors)

Invitation to Give
Offertory				“Shine, Jesus, Shine”

Doxology
Praise God from whom all blessings flow.  Praise God all creatures here below.  Praise God above, you heavenly hosts: Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost.  Amen.

Prayer of Dedication
God of all goodness and grace, receive the gifts we offer; and grant that our whole life may give you glory and praise; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

*Hymn #584 NCH (Verses 2-4)		“I Am the Light of the World”

Refrain
I am the light of the world! You people come and follow me!
If you follow and love you'll learn the mystery of what you were meant to do and be.

To find the lost and lonely one,
To heal the broken soul with love, 
To feed the hungry children with warmth and good food
To feel the earth below, the sky above!

Refrain

To free the prisoner from all chains, 
To make the powerful care,
To rebuild the nations with strength of good will,
To see all God's children everywhere!

Refrain
To bring hope too every task you do, 
To dance at a baby's new birth,
To make music in an old person's heart,
and sing to the colors of the earth!
Refrain

Benediction

Postlude		
