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GATHERING & WELCOME 
 
TIME OF SILENCE  
 
CALL TO WORSHIP 

L: Circle me, Lord. Keep protection near and danger afar. 

P: Circle me, Lord. Keep hope within. Keep doubt without. 

L: Circle me, Lord. Keep light near and darkness afar. 

All: Circle me, Lord. Keep peace within. Keep evil out. AMEN 

 
MUSICAL INTERLUDE  
     
 INVOCATION 
 

Dear Jesus, help me to spread Your fragrance everywhere I go.  

Flood my soul with Your spirit and life.  

Penetrate and possess my whole being so utterly, 

That my life may only be a radiance of Yours. 

Shine through me, and be so in me 

That every soul I come in contact with 

May feel Your presence in my soul. 

Let them look up and see no longer me, but only Jesus! 
 
 
SCRIPTURE READINGS   
 

Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32 

18:1 The word of the LORD came to me: 

18:2 What do you mean by repeating this proverb concerning the land of Israel, "The 

parents have eaten sour grapes, and the children's teeth are set on edge"? 

18:3 As I live, says the Lord GOD, this proverb shall no more be used by you in Israel. 

18:4 Know that all lives are mine; the life of the parent as well as the life of the child is 

mine: it is only the person who sins that shall die. 

18:25 Yet you say, "The way of the Lord is unfair." Hear now, O house of Israel: Is my way 

unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair? 



18:26 When the righteous turn away from their righteousness and commit iniquity, they 

shall die for it; for the iniquity that they have committed they shall die. 

18:27 Again, when the wicked turn away from the wickedness they have committed and do 

what is lawful and right, they shall save their life. 

18:28 Because they considered and turned away from all the transgressions that they had 

committed, they shall surely live; they shall not die. 

18:29 Yet the house of Israel says, "The way of the Lord is unfair." O house of Israel, are 

my ways unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair? 

18:30 Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, all of you according to your ways, says 

the Lord GOD. Repent and turn from all your transgressions; otherwise iniquity will be 

your ruin. 

18:31 Cast away from you all the transgressions that you have committed against me, and 

get yourselves a new heart and a new spirit! Why will you die, O house of Israel? 

18:32 For I have no pleasure in the death of anyone, says the Lord GOD. Turn, then, and 

live. 

Psalm   78:1-4, 12-16 

78:1 Give ear, O my people, to my teaching; incline your ears to the words of my 

mouth. 

78:2 I will open my mouth in a parable; I will utter dark sayings from of old, 

78:3 things that we have heard and known, that our ancestors have told us. 

78:4 We will not hide them from their children; we will tell to the coming generation the 

glorious deeds of the LORD, and his might, and the wonders that he has done. 

78:12 In the sight of their ancestors he worked marvels in the land of Egypt, in the 

fields of Zoan. 

78:13 He divided the sea and let them pass through it, and made the waters stand like a 

heap. 

78:14 In the daytime he led them with a cloud, and all night long with a fiery light. 

78:15 He split rocks open in the wilderness, and gave them drink abundantly as from 

the deep. 

78:16 He made streams come out of the rock, and caused waters to flow down like 

rivers. 

   

 



 

 

Matthew 21:23-32 

21:23 When he entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people 
came to him as he was teaching, and said, "By what authority are you doing these 
things, and who gave you this authority?" 

21:24 Jesus said to them, "I will also ask you one question; if you tell me the 
answer, then I will also tell you by what authority I do these things. 

21:25 Did the baptism of John come from heaven, or was it of human origin?" And 
they argued with one another, "If we say, 'From heaven,' he will say to us, 'Why 
then did you not believe him?' 

21:26 But if we say, 'Of human origin,' we are afraid of the crowd; for all regard 
John as a prophet." 

21:27 So they answered Jesus, "We do not know." And he said to them, "Neither 
will I tell you by what authority I am doing these things. 

21:28 "What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, 'Son, 
go and work in the vineyard today.' 

21:29 He answered, 'I will not'; but later he changed his mind and went. 

21:30 The father went to the second and said the same; and he answered, 'I go, 
sir'; but he did not go. 

21:31 Which of the two did the will of his father?" They said, "The first." Jesus said 
to them, "Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are going into the 
kingdom of God ahead of you. 

21:32 For John came to you in the way of righteousness and you did not believe 
him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes believed him; and even after you saw 
it, you did not change your minds and believe him. 

 

 MEDITATION    " Lost and Found”  Mt. 21:23-31 

Rev. Virginia Snapp-Cunningham 

  
SHARING 
 
CHORAL OFFERING  
 
A TIME OF PRAYER 



 Sharing of Joys & Concerns 
 
 Pastoral Prayer /The Lord’s Prayer (Debts) 
 
CHORAL RESPONSE  
 
BLESSING & SENDING  
  
SHARING OF CHRIST’S PEACE 
  
 
 

Hymn Lyrics: 
 
"In God alone" 
 
In God alone my soul can find rest and peace, 
In God my peace and joy. 
Only in God my soul can find its rest, 
Find its rest and peace. 
 

“Without Seeing You” 
 
Refrain: 
Without seeing you, we love you; 
Without touching you, we embrace; 
Without knowing you, we follow; 
Without seeing you, we believe. 
 
We return to you deep within,  
Leave the past to the dust; 
Turn to you with tears and fasting;  
You are ready to forgive. 
 
Forever we sing to you  
of your goodness O God;  
proclaiming to all the world of 
your faithfulness and love. 
 
For you are our shepherd, 
There is nothing that we need; 
In green pastures we will find our rest, 
Near the waters of peace
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