
Worship from Home 
First Congregational Church of Blue Hill, UCC 

Sunday, January 17, 2021 
 

Welcome & Announcements  
          
Call to Worship  

One:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of 
the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 Many:  And also with your spirit. 
   One:  O God, you know us inside and out, through and through.  
   Many: You search us out and lay your hand upon us.  
   One: You know what we are going to say even before we speak.  
   All: We praise you, O God, for the wonderful knowledge that whoever we       
   are and wherever we go, you are with us. 

 
*Hymn  “Lift Every Voice and Sing”  (African American National Anthem) 
     -by James Weldon Johnson and J. Rosamund Johnson 

 performed by the choir 
 

Lift every voice and sing 
Till earth and heaven ring 
Ring with the harmonies of Liberty; 
Let our rejoicing rise, 
High as the list'ning skies, let it resound loud as the rolling sea 
Sing a song full of the faith that the dark past has taught us, 
Sing a song full of the hope that the present has brought us. 
Facing the rising sun of our new day begun, 
Let us march on ‘til victory is won. 

  
God of our weary years, 
God of our silent tears, 
God who has brought us thus far on the way; 
God who has by your might, 
Led us into the light, 
Keep us forever in the path, we pray 
Lest our feet stray from the places, our God, where we met you, 
Least our hearts, drunk with the wine of the world, we forget you, 
Shadowed beneath the hand, 
May we forever stand, 
True to our God, 
True to our native land. 

 
Unison Prayer of Invocation (from Laura Jaquith Bartlett) 



Open our ears, O God, that we might hear your Word speaking to us in this 
moment. Open our ears, O God, that we might listen for your voice calling to us 
through scripture. Open our ears, O God, that we might understand your 
promises to followers both old and young, ancient and modern. Open our hearts, 
O God, that we might enter into the love you offer us. Amen. 
 
A Reading from the Hebrew Scriptures  1 Samuel 3:1-11 
 -read by Suzanne Grosh 

1Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the Lord under Eli. The word of 
the Lord was rare in those days; visions were not widespread. 2 At that time Eli, 
whose eyesight had begun to grow dim so that he could not see, was lying down 
in his room; 3 the lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel was lying down 
in the temple of the Lord, where the ark of God was. 4 Then the Lord called, 
“Samuel! Samuel!”[a] and he said, “Here I am!” 5 and ran to Eli, and said, “Here I 
am, for you called me.” But he said, “I did not call; lie down again.” So he went 
and lay down. 6 The Lord called again, “Samuel!” Samuel got up and went to Eli, 
and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” But he said, “I did not call, my son; lie 
down again.” 7 Now Samuel did not yet know the Lord, and the word of 
the Lord had not yet been revealed to him. 8 The Lord called Samuel again, a 
third time. And he got up and went to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called 
me.” Then Eli perceived that the Lord was calling the boy. 9 Therefore Eli said to 
Samuel, “Go, lie down; and if he calls you, you shall say, ‘Speak, Lord, for your 

servant is listening.’” So Samuel went and lay down in his place. 

10 Now the Lord came and stood there, calling as before, “Samuel! Samuel!” And 
Samuel said, “Speak, for your servant is listening.” 11 Then the Lord said to 
Samuel, “See, I am about to do something in Israel that will make both ears of 
anyone who hears of it tingle. 

 
A Reading from Psalms  Psalm 139:1-6; 13-18 
 -read by Suzanne Grosh 
 

1 O Lord, you have searched me and known me. 
2 You know when I sit down and when I rise up; 
    you discern my thoughts from far away. 
3 You search out my path and my lying down, 
    and are acquainted with all my ways. 
4 Even before a word is on my tongue, 
    O Lord, you know it completely. 
5 You hem me in, behind and before, 
    and lay your hand upon me. 
6 Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; 
    it is so high that I cannot attain it. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Samuel+3%3A1-11&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-7281a


 
13 For it was you who formed my inward parts; 
     you knit me together in my mother’s womb. 
14 I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made. 
    Wonderful are your works; 
that I know very well. 
15     My frame was not hidden from you, 
when I was being made in secret, 
    intricately woven in the depths of the earth. 
16 Your eyes beheld my unformed substance. 
In your book were written 
    all the days that were formed for me, 
    when none of them as yet existed. 
17 How weighty to me are your thoughts, O God! 
    How vast is the sum of them! 
18 I try to count them—they are more than the sand; 
    I come to the end[a]—I am still with you. 

 
A Reading from The Gospels  John 1:43-51 

43 The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, 
“Follow me.” 44 Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and 
Peter. 45 Philip found Nathanael and said to him, “We have found him about 
whom Moses in the law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus son of Joseph from 
Nazareth.” 46 Nathanael said to him, “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?” 
Philip said to him, “Come and see.” 47 When Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward 
him, he said of him, “Here is truly an Israelite in whom there is no 
deceit!” 48 Nathanael asked him, “Where did you get to know me?” Jesus 
answered, “I saw you under the fig tree before Philip called you.” 49 Nathanael 
replied, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!” 50 Jesus 
answered, “Do you believe because I told you that I saw you under the fig tree? 
You will see greater things than these.” 51 And he said to him, “Very truly, I tell 
you,[a] you will see heaven opened and the angels of God ascending and 

descending upon the Son of Man.” 

 

 
Sermon          “Called To and Prepared For Discipleship”  -Pastor Lisa 
 
 
*Hymn  “Wounded World” 

-by Shirley Murray and Hal Hopson 
 vocals and tenor recorder by Sarah Schneider 
 guitar by Hunt Gressitt 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+139%3A1-6%2C+13-18&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-16258a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%201%3A43-51&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-26086a


 Wounded world that cries for healing -- 
here we hold each other's pain, 
wounded systems, bruised and bleeding 
bear the load, the scars of strain; 

        dollars ration out compassion, 
        hard decisions rule the day, 
       Jesus of the healing Spirit, 
        free us to another way! 
  

Through our nation's spent frustration, 
through the corridors of stress 
may there move a kindlier wisdom 
all may feel, and all may bless; 

        tax and tithe are for a purpose 
        shared to shield the poor and weak: 
        past the symptoms of our sickness 
        let the voice of justice speak. 
 
 
Prayers of the People (sharing of joys and concerns) 
 
Pastoral Prayer 
 
The Lord's Prayer (debts and debtors) 
 
Invitation to Give     
 
*Unison Prayer of Dedication  
  
Merciful God, you provide us with so many opportunities to follow Jesus' 
teaching and to live as modern-day disciples. As we offer these financial 
resources, transform us so that we are stirred to hear your call on our lives. We 
pray in the name of the Redeeming One, Jesus the Christ. Amen 
 
 
 
 
*Hymn  “Inspired by Love and Anger”    

-by John Bell and Graham Maude  
 (from the Iona Community Songbook) 
 vocalists Lisa Durkee, Sarah Schneider, John Merrifield 

 
*Benediction 
 

 


