Worship from Home
First Congregational Church of Blue Hill, UCC
Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost September 13, 2026


Prelude 	 			  "Softly and Tenderly"                                by Will L. Thompson     		   
Welcome & Announcements
 
Introit       					 
	 	 					       	 				
Call to Worship
Leader:  God, come to us and lead us to paths of safety and peace.
People: When we wonder if we can forgive as we have been forgiven, we look to your abundant grace.
Leader:  Let us sing and rejoice, for God reaches out to us with unending love!
All:  Let us worship the God of our strength, our deliverance, and our hope!

*Opening Hymn #22 NCH   	  “Sing Praise to God, Who Has Shaped”

Prayer of Invocation 
God of the safe path and the open sea, you lead us away from fear and past the walls of our own making. When our hearts are heavy with old hurts and we cleave to ways in which we have been wronged, break through our stony habits with the grace of your healing spirit. Gather us into your presence today, and teach our hands to serve and our hearts to forgive, as we worship you in spirit and in truth. Amen.

Psalm 103 NCH p.688                                              Psalm 103:8-13, 22

A Reading from the Epistles   			          Romans 14:1-12  
		 		
Anthem             		 	  
                                                                	     			                          
 A Reading from the Gospels 	                               Matthew 18:21-25
                	                        	                     					
Sermon               				"Regifting”				           Rev. Alison Boden
                                                                                     	
*Hymn #101 PH    “There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy”
			
Prayers of the People (sharing of joys and concerns)				  

Pastoral Prayer

The Lord's Prayer (debts and debtors)	
Our Father [and Mother], who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
	 
Choral Response		      
						 	 
Offertory 	         		 
	      		 
Doxology			
Praise God from whom all blessings flow.  Praise God all creatures here below. Praise God above, you heavenly hosts: Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost.  Amen

Prayer of Dedication 
Loving and generous God, you have showered us with endless blessings and boundless mercy.  Bless our offerings; sanctify and multiply them, that they may bring healing, hope, and compassion to a world in deep need of your mercy and peace.  In Christ’s name we pray, amen.

*Closing Hymn #591 NCH    “This Is My Song”

Benediction

Postlude 				“Allegro from Sonata #1”            		 by W. A. Mozart
                       	  
* Indicates where the congregation may stand, in mind or in spirit.

Leading us in worship today is the Rev. Alison Boden. Thanks to our Music Director, Lydia Reifsnyder, for leading our Gallery Choir.


