Worship from Home
First Congregational Church of Blue Hill, UCC
Second Sunday of Easter
April 12, 2026

Prelude

Welcome & Announcements

Introit            “Alleluia, Gracious Jesus!”

*Call to Worship
One:	O people of the morning, let us sing!
Many:	May our song reach the sky and wrap around the earth!
One:	Where once we cowered in despair,
Many:	there is hope!
One:	Where once fear reigned,
Many:	there is courage!
One:  	Where once the doors to our hearts were locked,
Many:	they have swung wide open!
One:	The Risen One walks among us.
ALL:	Let us rise together in joy!

*Hymn #244 NCH		“O Sons and Daughters, Let Us Sing”

*Unison Prayer of Invocation
Walk with us this morning, Risen One.  Breathe your spirit right into our lungs.  Turn all our tears of sorrow into rivers of healing for this community and beyond.  Fill each of us with the Easter life that rejoices in your presence and your grace.  Amen.

Children’s Message

Psalm 16  p.628  NCH

Acts 2: 14a, 22-32

Anthem               ‘I Know that my Redeemer Lives”                     G. F. Handel 

A Reading from the Gospels		John 20: 19-31

Message		   “From Reeling to Rejoicing”			         Rev. Dr. Kate Winters

*Hymn			  “Great Grace:  An Easter Hymn”
	CHRISTIAN LOVE		Rev. Dr. Kate Winters, Belfast, ME

	The seal of rock had burst apart, / it shook the very ground,
	A new day dawned in grieving hearts, / and freed the former bound.

	God’s love poured out that open tomb, / as dawn colored the skies.
	A birthing from a sacred womb, / as Christ from death did rise.

	Where once the power was of sword, / and hatred held its sway,
	Disciples heard a different word, / and found a different way.

	With him they had known suffering, / with him they bore the pain,
	But in their faithful gathering, / they rose to joy again.

	The knowledge that love never dies, / had fully taken hold.
	With faith and wisdom in their eyes, / gave testimony bold.

	Women and men, the aged, the youth, / who heard the gospel call,
	Now spoke and lived compassion’s truth, / great grace upon them all.

	Today the news is ours to share, / community of grace,
	The joy of resurrection bear, / in this our time and place

Prayers of the People (sharing joys and concerns)

The Lord’s Prayer (debts and debtors)

Choral Response

Invitation to Give

Offertory

Doxology
Praise God from whom all blessings flow.  Praise God all creatures here below.  
Praise God above, you heavenly hosts:  Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost.  Amen.

Prayer of Dedication
Bless these offerings of our hearts, Holy God.  May they become a source of hope for your children in this Easter season.  When all are fed and all have what they need, we will again cry out “Christ is risen, risen indeed!”  Amen.

*Closing Hymn #249 NCH	 “Peace I Leave with You, My Friends”

Benediction

Postlude

* Indicates where the congregation may stand, in mind or in spirit.

Thank you to Rev. Dr. Kate Winters & Rev. Joel Krueger for leading us in Worship today. Thanks to Clair Maxwell, our organist this morning, and to our Music Director, Tina Dreisbach, for leading our Gallery Choir.



