Worship from Home
First Congregational Church of Blue Hill, UCC
[bookmark: _Hlk214609584]The Reign of Christ Sunday, November 23, 2025

[bookmark: _Hlk214609208]Prelude 				    

Welcome & Announcements

Introit				
					    						
Call to Worship (From The Rev. Thomas Weitzel)
One:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
Many:  And also with you.
One:  Behold, the King comes. Alleluia! 
Many:  O come, let us worship and bow down. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
One:  Rejoice greatly, for Christ is your King. 
Many:  Blessing and honor and glory be unto him. 
One:  Blessed are you, O Lord, King of the universe; you have delivered us from sin and death. 
Many:  By your blood, you have brought your people into your kingdom. 
One:  Therefore God has highly exalted him: 
Many:  And bestowed on him the name which is above every name; 
One:  That at the name of Jesus, every knee shall bow: 
Many:  And every tongue confess him the King of glory. 
One:  Behold, the King comes. Alleluia! 
All:  O come, let us worship and bow down. Alleluia! Alleluia! 

*Hymn #28 NCH			“For the Beauty of the Earth”
For the beauty of the earth, for the splendor of the skies,
for the love which from our birth over and around us lies.
Refrain: God of all, to you we raise this, our hymn of grateful praise.

For the wonder of each hour of the day and of the night,
hill and vale and tree and flower, sun and moon and stars of light, [Refrain ]

For the joy of human love, brother, sister, parent, child,
friends on earth, and friends above, for all gentle thoughts and mild, [Refrain]

For the good that love inspires, for a world where none exclude,
For a faith that never tires, and for every heart renewed. [Refrain]

[bookmark: _Hlk214609234]Unison Prayer of Invocation (From Julia Ross Strope)
God of Jesus and Us -- we are aware of your creative imagination as we look at the world and the people throughout this global village. We know Jesus of Nazareth dreamed and taught that you would set up on earth a new, humane, and godly government and culture. We long for that to happen! And so we gather as your hopeful people, intent on being available to your Spirit, intent on being willing to live honestly and hospitably. Thank you for inviting us to be co-creators with you. We listen for your voice, and we respond with our voices and our actions. Amen.

The Reception of New Members (Insert)
	
A Reading from the Hebrew Bible 	Jeremiah 23:1-6	

A Reading from the Epistles		Colossians 1:11-20  

Anthem				“Now Thank We All Our God” 	   	 	        arr.  J.S. Bach
A Reading from the Gospels		Luke 1:68-79 					
Message		      		“The King of Glory and Humility”  		 	  Pastor Lisa

*Hymn Insert			“Come, Christians, Join to Sing”
Come, Christians, join to sing, Alleluia, Amen!
Loud praise to Christ our King, Alleluia, Amen!
Let all with heart and voice before his throne rejoice;
Praise is his gracious choice; Alleluia, Amen!

Come, lift your hearts on high; Alleluia, Amen!
Let praises fill the sky; Alleluia, Amen!
He is our Guide and Friend; to us he'll condescend;
His love shall never end; Alleluia, Amen!

Praise yet the Lord again; Alleluia, Amen!
Life shall not end the strain; Alleluia, Amen!
On Heaven's blissful shore His goodness we'll adore,
Singing forever more, Alleluia, Amen!

[bookmark: _Hlk214609295]Prayers of the People (sharing of joys and concerns)				  

The Lord's Prayer (debts and debtors)	

Choral Response		 						 	 

Offertory 
				 
Presentation of Tithes and Offering

Doxology			
Praise God from whom all blessings flow.  Praise God all creatures here below. Praise God above, you heavenly hosts: Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost.  Amen

Prayer of Dedication (The Rev. Greg Rickel St. James’ Episcopal Church Austin, Texas)
Gracious and loving God, giver of all that is good and true and beautiful and life-giving, these cards and gifts represent our sweat, they represent our lives, and they represent our dreams. The pledges which we make on them are but tokens of the awesome gifts that have been given to us, and they are pledged in thanksgiving for all we have received, for all we have been inspired to be, for all we are challenged to become, in this place. May they be the first fruits of all we have and not what we have left over, so that we may live out as closely as possible how you give to us.  May we see them as our offering to you, sacred, holy, yet earthy, filled with possibilities. May we hold this image in our hearts such that we can see our very selves being part of our offering each week.  It is us on the table, living sacrifices to you.  In Jesus’ name we pray.  Amen.

*Hymn #393 NCH                 	“Blessed Be the Tie That Binds” 
Blessed be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian love;
the sharing of a common life is like to that above.

Before our God we come and pour our ardent prayers;
our fears, our hopes, our aims are one, our comforts and our cares.

We share each other’s woes, each other’s burdens bear,
and often for each other flows the sympathizing tear.

When we are called to part, it gives us inward pain;
but we shall still be joined in heart, and hope to meet again.

[bookmark: _Hlk214609325]Benediction

Postlude 	


Leading us in worship today is the Rev. Lisa J. Durkee, our settled pastor.  Thanks to Clair Maxwell, our organist this morning, and to our Music Director, Tina Dreisbach, for leading our Gallery Choir. 

