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GATHERING AND WELCOME   

TIME OF SILENCE   
   
THE LIGHTING OF THE THIRD ADVENT CANDLE 

  Scripture:   John 15:9-11 

  “As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love.  If you keep 

my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s 

commandments and abide in his love.  I have said these things to you so that my 

joy may be in you, and that your joy may be complete.”     

   

  Leader:  We light this candle to proclaim the coming of the light of God into the 

world.  With the coming of this light there is joy, joy that is ours not only at 

Christmas but always. 

  

 The pink candle in the wreath is lit. 
 

HYMN “O Come, O Come Emmanuel”, vs. 5-6 

   

 Unison Prayer:  O Holy One, as Christmas draws near, there is a sense of 

excitement in the air.  We can feel a joy in our lives and see it in those around 

us.  Still, for some of us this is a sad time because of unhappy things that have 

happened in our lives.  Help us to have the joy that does not depend on earthly 

happiness but on you.  Help us to be filled with your joy so that we may share it 

with a joyless world.   Amen. 
  
SCRIPTURE READINGS      Isaiah 35:1-10 

    Luke 1:39-45 

         



Isaiah 35:1-10 

35The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, the desert shall rejoice and 

blossom; like the crocus 2it shall blossom abundantly, and rejoice with joy and 
singing. The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. 
They shall see the glory of the LORD, the majesty of our God. 3Strengthen the weak 
hands, and make firm the feeble knees. 4Say to those who are of a fearful heart, “Be 
strong, do not fear! Here is your God. He will come with vengeance, with terrible 
recompense. He will come and save you.” 

5Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf 
unstopped; 6then the lame shall leap like a deer, and the tongue of the speechless 
sing for joy. For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, and streams in the 
desert; 7the burning sand shall become a pool, and the thirsty ground springs of 
water; the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp, the grass shall become reeds and 
rushes. 8A highway shall be there, and it shall be called the Holy Way; the unclean 
shall not travel on it, but it shall be for God’s people; no traveler, not even fools, 
shall go astray. 9No lion shall be there, nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; 
they shall not be found there, but the redeemed shall walk there. 10And the 
ransomed of the LORD shall return, and come to Zion with singing; everlasting joy 
shall be upon their heads; they shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing 
shall flee away. 

Luke 1:39-56 

39In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill 
country, 40where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted 
Elizabeth. 41When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leaped in her womb. 
And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit 42and exclaimed with a loud cry, 
“Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. 43And 
why has this happened to me, that the mother of my Lord comes to me? 44For as 
soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my womb leaped for 
joy. 45And blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what 
was spoken to her by the Lord.” 46And Mary said, “My soul magnifies the 
Lord, 47and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 48for he has looked with favor on 
the lowliness of his servant. Surely, from now on all generations will call me 
blessed; 49for the Mighty One has done great things for me, and holy is his 



name. 50His mercy is for those who fear him from generation to generation. 51He 
has shown strength with his arm; he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of 
their hearts. 52He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, and lifted 
up the lowly; 53he has filled the hungry with good things, and sent the rich away 
empty. 54He has helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of his 
mercy, 55according to the promise he made to our ancestors, to Abraham and to 
his descendants forever.” 56And Mary remained with her about three months and 
then returned to her home. 

 

SERMON        Leap for Joy! 

  

SHARING   
   

HYMN “Of the Father’s Love Begotten” 

Of the Father’s love begotten, ere the worlds began to be, 

He is Alpha and Omega, He the source, the ending be; 

Of the things that are, that have been, And that future years shall see, 

Evermore and evermore!  

 

O ye heights of heaven adore him; Angel hosts his praises sing; 

Powers, dominions, bow before him, And extol our God and King;  

Let no tongue on earth be silent, Every voice in concert ring, 

Evermore and evermore! 

 

Christ, to thee with God the Father, And, O Holy Ghost, to thee,  

Hymn and chant and high thanksgiving, And unwearied praises be: 

Honor, glory, and dominion, And eternal victory, Evermore and evermore! 

   
 

A  TIME OF PRAYER   

    Sharing Joys and Concerns   

   Pastoral Prayer and Lord’s Prayer(debts) 

 



HYMN     “Joy to the World!” vs. 5 and 6 

Joy to the world! The Lord is come: Let earth receive her King; 

Let every heart prepare him room, And heaven and nature sing,  

And heaven and nature sing, And heaven and heaven and nature sing. 

 

He rules the world with truth and grace, and makes the nations prove, The 

glories of his righteousness, And wonders of his love, And wonders of his 

love,  And wonders, wonders of his love. 

  

BENEDICTION  

  

SHARING OF CHRIST’S PEACE   
   


	Luke 1:39-56

