 Worship from Home
First Congregational Church of Blue Hill, UCC
Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost, August 20, 2023

Prelude

Welcome & Announcements

Introit					“Be Still, For the Presence of the Lord”
					    						
Call to Worship							     
One:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
Many:  And also with you.
One:  In the gathering of school supplies, in the harvesting of backyard gardens:
Many:  God blesses us beyond imagination.
One:  In the simple acts of daily chores, in the kindness shared by a stranger:
Many:  God is gracious to us.
One:  In the rapture of a child watching a firefly, in the inquisitive look of a senior wondering where they left their keys:
Many:  God's face shines upon us.
One:  We praise you, O God!
Many:  We praise you!

*Hymn #300 TNCH	 (vs. 1, 3, 5)		“Jesus Shall Reign”
Jesus shall reign where'er the sun does its successive journeys run,
God’s realm shall stretch from shore to shore, ‘til moons shall wax and wane no more.

People and realms of every tongue dwell on God’s love with sweetest song,
and infant voices shall proclaim their earliest prayers in Jesus’ name.

Let every creature rise and bring tributes of praise for all to sing;
Angels descend with songs again, and earth repeat the loud amen.

Unison Prayer of Invocation 
Welcoming God: you gather everyone, especially the outsiders, to worship you, for
you are not an image or idol, but protector of the helpless, parent to the poor, friend of the lonely.  Accepting Christ: there is not any place you will not go to bring God's grace to others. In you, the enemy is made a friend, the broken are made whole, the orphan finds a home.  Embracing Spirit: your gentleness falls upon us, and our fears of rejection disappear; your truth is whispered in our ears, and our arms embrace strangers; your peace is poured into our souls, and we are reconciled to all we hurt; your love throws open our shuttered hearts, and we see our sisters and brothers all around us.  May your promises and our desire to know and to follow you meet in this hour of worship.  Amen.

Children’s Message

Psalm 67, page 663		

A Reading from the Hebrew Bible		Genesis 45:1-15

Message		     		“Joseph’s Brothers”				Pastor Lisa

Hymn #388 NCH		“Help Us Accept Each Other”
Help us accept each other as Christ accepted us;
teach us as sister, brother, each person to embrace.
Be present, God, among us and bring us to believe
We are ourselves accepted, and meant to love and live.

Teach us, O God, your lessons, as in our daily life
we struggle to be human and search for hope and faith.
Teach us to care for people, for all, not just for some,
to love them as we find them, or as they may become.

Let your acceptance change us, so that we may be moved
in living situations to do the truth in love;
to practice your acceptance until we know by heart
the table of forgiveness, and laughter's healing art.

God, for today's encounters with all who are in need,
who hunger for acceptance, for righteousness and bread,
Bring us new eyes for seeing, new hands for holding on;
renew us with your Spirit; God, free us, make us one!
		
Prayers of the People (sharing of joys and concerns)				  

The Lord's Prayer (debts and debtors)		

Invitation to Give	 

Offertory 				 “You Are Mine”		

Doxology			
Praise God from whom all blessings flow.  Praise God all creatures here below. Praise God above, you heavenly hosts: Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost.  Amen

Prayer of Dedication
May we not offer you the leftovers of our resources and our lives, Blessing God, but let these gifts be but part of what we give back to you, as we seek to serve your people and your creation.  Amen. 

*Hymn #487 NCH			“Surely No One Can Be Safer”
Surely no one can be safer than God’s children, held in favor,
Not the stars so brightly burning, not the birds to nests returning.

With the flock God is abiding, heaven’s plenty all providing,
Rich in mercy, never sparing, like a father, gently caring.

None shall ever meet rejection, be denied God’s own protection;
Has there been a friend who better knows our hopes, our fears that fetter?

Whether taking, whether giving, God alone remains forgiving,
And with one true purpose holy to preserve our welfare solely.  

Benediction	

Benedictory Response		“Make Us One”				

Postlude

* indicates where the congregation may stand as they are able.

This morning’s liturgy comes from Thom Shuman of the PCUSA.


